
Dressage News 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Temecula Valley Chapter of the California Dressage Society          February 2014  
 
Check our website at tev-cds.com for show entries, results and news. 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
 
April 12-13 April Madness TEV-CDS 

Spring Show***.  Judges Joan 
Darnell (S) and Donna 
Richardson (S) 

 
May 9-10 Galway Downs Dressage 

Show***.  Judges TBA 
 
May 31-June 1 Dressage in June TEV_CDS 

Summer Show***.  Judges 
David Schmutz (S) and TBA 

 
July 12-13 Galway Downs Dressage 

Show***.  Judges TBA. 
 
Aug 31-Sept. 1 Fall Frolic TEV-CDS Fall 

Show***.  Judge Janet Curtis 
(S) 

 
 
 

 
*  Schooling shows at Black Dog 
Farm June 21, August 2, and 
September 20 
 

• Monthly riding clinics with Axel 
Steiner (O) at Black Dog Farm.  
Contact Lynn Binkley (951) 677-
0624 for information. 

	  
CHRISTMAS	  PARTY	  
 
 
 Many thanks to everyone who turned out 
for the Chapter Christmas Party in early 
December – which turned out to be one of the 
better Chapter events in recent memory (since 
the one at the Carters’ featuring, among other 
things, Mark Carter and David Wightman’s pas 
de deux in Santa hats in the Carter’s covered 
stage – uh, ring). 
 
 

 
Diana Loire, Abby Kogler, Carol Cleaugh and 
Lynn Murphy 
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 Early estimates for food turned out to be 
on the short side for a change as lots more 
members, friends, etc. than usual showed up.  
Luckily, caterers Simply Delicious, as usual, 
brought much more food than we could possibly 
eat, so no one went home hungry.  And BevMo 
had been mined for lots of wines with any hint of 
a horse connection (Hot to Trot reds, anyone?) so 
the host committee was left with only a few full 
bottles left unopened.  Best of all, lots of guests 
were members or others who had never come to 
a Chapter Christmas Party before 
 
 The musical backdrop was provided by 
the La Cresta Big Brass Band.  The band was 
“discovered” by Lynn and Chris Binkley at a 
baby christening – and quickly booked by party-
planners for the Christmas Party.  Nice little 
chamber group to play in the living room while 
the guests nibble on tea sandwiches and sip tea?  
Nope!!  The LCBBB turned out to be 15 guys 
(most of whom were new to the band business 
and most of all of whom work on horse farms in 
the neighborhood) with brass/wind instruments 
ranging from tubas to flutes and a great big set of 
drums.   Given the blasting power of this 
assemblage, they decided to set up their stage on 
the patio just outside the living/dining/family 
room windows and heavily accessorized it with 
lots and lots of patio heaters. With that setup, the 
guests who didn’t want to brave the light rain 
and mid 30’s temps outside were able to stay 
nice and warm inside and hear everything.  But 
most of us went outside to listen to Feliz 
Navidad in the chill, loud and clear – as it should 
be heard. 
 

 
THE Band! 

 New Chapter  President Abby Kogler 
took the reins; retiring President Jane Hayes was 
thanked profusely; nearly 20 of our volunteers 
from last season were awarded $50 checks by 
lottery; chapter show circuit awards were 
announced.  Simply Delicious cleaned 
everything up without any of us lifting a hand.  
And lots of those “fruit blossom” things ended 
up in Sheri Criswell’s fridge.  Perfect. 
 
 
 

	   NOVEMBER	  
THERMAL	  SHOW	  

 
  
 The first area show of the 2014 show 
season was, as usual, the Dressage Getaway 
show in Thermal.  And a few hardy competitors 
from the TEV Chapter trekked the two hours to 
Thermal to kick off their show season early – 
while the rest of us kicked back and enjoyed the 
end of the year hiatus. 
 
 David Wightman used the show as a low-
key opportunity to bring out his then-4 year old 
Encore for his first public outing.  Encore is a 
big, big horse David and Kathleen bought from 
breeder and TEV Chapter member Terry Wood 
as a yearling.  As a youngster, he was kind of a 
gangly thing who spent most of his day out in his 
paddock chasing a big ball around and generally 
raising hell in his immediate neighborhood.  But 
these funky angular babies have a way of turning 
into very big gorgeous horses, and Encore looks 
to be in the process of doing just that.  Anyway, 
Encore made his debut at First Level, not 
Training, and scored 67+%s in both classes.   
 
 Niki Clarke brought Roulette, daughter of 
Breanna by Rousseau she and Lyn bought from 
David and Kathleen last year, for some early 
show miles and went home with a 70.9%, 68.5%, 
and 67.7% at Third Level.  Looks like The 
Clarke Family Reform Program is working on 
Roulette as she settles into her job. 



 3 

 Anna Wood and Festivo won the 
Intermediaire I with a 66.8% on day 1 and rode 
for a similar score the next day. 
 
 Mackinzie Pooley took Partous to take an 
early whack at the Brentina Cup qualifier, and 
got it done by a mile.  66.2% on the record 
already. 
 
 One last thing.  Robin Garrett took 
Redhawk’s Don Sargasso, who was bred by Bob 
DeGour and Lynn Randle and was one of the top 
Oldenburg foals of his year, to show First level 
for the first time and did Redhawk Farm very 
proud.  Scores?  73.4% and 70.7% at First level, 
plus 72.8% on a Training Level test.  I do have 
to point out, though, that these 70%’s were after 
getting a 58% on his first test.  Got to be a story 
there!!  It’s as if Bob and Lynn knew what they 
were up to – on the breeding, yes, but also on 
getting this nice young horse into good hands for 
his future. 
 
 Congratulations to all. 
 
 

JANUARY	  
GETAWAY	  SHOW	  
IN	  THERMAL	  

 
 
 So pretty much the same suspects who 
had gone to Thermal in November went back in 
January.   
 
 This is too early to get boring – so gotta 
report that David Wightman and Encore 
continued to wow with killer scores at First 
Level.  73.9%! 70.1%! 70.8%!  This is Encore’s 
5 Year Old year, so if these performances keep 
up, hope to see him and David in a lot of the big 
Five Year Old classes. 
 
 Niki Clarke had a great Third Level class 
which involved a 74.7% test on Debra 

Gromacki’s Coda and a 71% on her own 
Roulette.  Both from Axel Steiner, who kinda 
knows a nice ride when he sees one. 
 
 Mackinzie Pooley got another solid score 
of 66% with Partous in the Young Rider Grand 
Prix 16-25 class.  Ho-hum – getting to be a habit.  
But new thing – she brought her own 8 year old 
Starlett M along too and scored a 72.4% at 
Fourth Level for her trouble.  I think she’s 
getting the hang of this dressage thing. 
 
 
 

SHERYL	  ROSS	  I-‐1	  
RES.	  CHAMPION	  AT	  
US	  DRESSAGE	  

FINALS	  	  
 
 
 For decades, the powers-that-be in 
dressage have tried to figure out a way to create 
a “head to head” national competition at all 
levels from Training to Grand Prix and all 
divisions, including not just the pros in the Open 
division but also Amateurs and Juniors.  It just 
never happened.  Mostly, the huge cost and 
inconvenience of long travel distances for horses 
and riders based in Maine and Los Angeles to 
compete in the same ring conspired to make the 
whole thing a very heavy lift.  And you think 
getting rid of the BCS and Bowl systems in 
football to make way for a true National 
Championship was hard!   
 
 But it’s finally happening.  Early 
November of 2013 saw the first USDF 
sponsored national competition, officially 
dubbed the U.S. Dressage Finals.  That’s to 
distinguish it from the USEF National 
Championship which is still held in New Jersey 
every year and which is conducted  under 
FEI/CDI level tests, rules, and divisions.  The 
US Dressage Finals, on the other hand, are open 
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to winners of Champion and Reserve Champion 
titles at each level and each division (Open, 
Amateur, Junior) at each USDF Regional 
Championship (those things that, in California, 
alternate from Northern to Southern California 
each year due to the general hugeness of our 
region). 
 
 Got all that?  So you can see what a big 
achievement it was for TEV Chapter member 
and sponsor Sheryl Ross to have qualified for the 
finals by virtue of her Int. 1 Amateur division 
Championship win at the Region 7 Regional 
Championships.  And bigger still for her to have 
won the Reserve Championship with a score of 
66.9%. 
 
 

 
Sheryl Ross and Lancaster at the inaugural US 
Dressage Finals with Lancaster Photo: 
SusanJStickle 
 
 
 Dressage Daily (a wonderful website of 
dressage news focused on U.S. riders) covered 
the finals with, among other things, a nice long 
article from Sheryl about the experience.   Some 
excerpts of Sheryl’s thoughts and reactions:  
 

“Just making the decision to go to the dressage 
finals was a big deal. My goal for the year was 
to win the CDS and USDF Region 7 
Championships. I hadn’t considered the U.S. 
Dressage Finals for this year, and I only 
declared because a friend was insistent that I do 
so. As she pointed out, with horses, you just 

never know and it’s best to take advantage of the 
present…………. 

“The idea of traveling to Kentucky was very 
exciting and a bit overwhelming. There were so 
many things that needed to be organized and 
arranged; entries to be filled out, trailer 
transportation for Lancaster; travel for me, 
including plane tickets, hotel and rental car; and 
the budget to do it all………….. 

“Once the travel arrangements were under 
control, I had to figure out what to pack for 
Lancaster. It’s one thing to go to a horseshow 
with your own trailer; you can pack anything 
you want. It’s quite another to pack a tack trunk 
that will be shipped for a competition across the 
country………………. 

“The atmosphere among competitors was great. 
Almost 300 hundred riders from across the 
nation showed up to compete (only four from 
California but I’m working on that for next 
year!)……………… 

“As for the Horse Park, I’ve only seen pictures 
and was blown away by how big and beautiful it 
is. What an amazing place to hold the first US 
Dressage Finals!.................. 

“One thing I can’t stress enough is how well the 
entire show ran. We were treated like world-
class riders, very professional, with a great deal 
of respect. The chance to compete in front of top 
quality judges and nation’s best technical 
delegates was outstanding. The grounds were 
beautiful and the footing perfect.  Every attention 
to detail added a whole new dimension to how 
an amateur competition feels………….. 

“It was such an amazing experience, I’m already 
saving for next year and my goal is to bring both 
of my horses. It’s a wonderful culmination of the 
year’s progress and achievements. I believe that 
next year there will be even more riders. And I 
believe that this event will help elevate the level 
and quality of amateur riders across the nation. 
And to my fellow Californian competitors: 



 5 

starting thinking about planning and going now. 
You won’t regret it!” 

Conratulations to Sheryl on fulfilling so many of 
her goals – and thanks for the inspiration for the 
rest of us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITIES	  
TO	  RIDE/LEARN	  IN	  

LA	  CRESTA	  
 
 Valerie Colsant has a couple of 
interesting opportunities that she’s asked us to 
pass on in the hope that there might be a great fit 
for someone out there.  Here they are: 
 

• Working student with desire to learn 
dressage. Must have experience riding & 
handling horses.  Lessons with FEI rider. 
 Endless opportunities for the right 
person. 

 
• Learn to ride upper level movements on a 

safe & steady schoolmaster.  
 

• 1/2 lease or full lease on 7 year old, 16 
hand mare warmblood x andalusian 
cross.   Schooling second and third level. 
Must b a capable rider. Very unique 
situation available for the right person.  

 
• Contact Val @ 951-837-7656 or 

valc@dslextreme.com 

	  
 
 
 

2013	  SEASON	  
VOLUNTEERS	  	  

 
 Once again, huge thanks to the many, 
many members and friends out there for all their 
help as volunteers last year.  As a small – very 
small – gesture of thanks for all their help, the 
Chapter held its year end drawing for Volunteer 
awards at the Christmas Party in early 
December.  Everyone got a ticket stub for each 
four hours of volunteer “work” they had done 
during the year – and each ticket pulled from 
Sheri Criswell’s steel horse head produced a $50 
check from the Chapter to the holder with the 
matching ticket stub. 
 
 Peggy Sanchez proved she wasn’t just 
slacking when she had to retire as Chapter 
President last year by earning the Volunteer of 
the Year award with the largest number of 
volunteer hours of all.  Winners of the drawings 
included Abby Kogler, Barry Sheinbaum, Carol 
Cleugh, Cynthia Godby, Eileen Woodward, 
Georgann Koenig, Jane Hayes, Janette Cordoza, 
Jill Posadas, Linda Hamilton, Lisa Ball, Mallory 
Thompson, Margaret Strachan, Nancy Scane, 
Pamela Cassel, Rita Grier, Sandra Nefzger, Sheri 
Criswell, and Valerie Colsant. 
 

  
 Peggy Sanchez, Volunteer of the Year 
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PLATINUM SPONSORS 
 

E-Z Up 
(Mark and Kim Carter) 

 
Custom Saddlery 

 
Coldwell Banker Residential 

Brokerage 
(Eileen Woodward) 

 
Equestrian Concepts 

(Regina Antonioli) 
 

Equus Art & Design 
(Sheryl Ross) 

 
Massage Envy Spa 

(Chris Binkley) 
 
 
 

GOLD SPONSORS 
 
 

Adventure Farms Dressage 
(Kathleen Raine and David Wightman) 

 
Nicholia Clarke Dressage and 
Lyn Clarke Farrier Services 

(Niki and Lyn Clarke) 
 

Terri Miller Photography 
(Terri Miller) 

 
Holiday Inn 

 
 

SILVER SPONSOR 
 

New Pilates Body 
(Lori Nelson) 

 
People on Horses 

 

BRONZE SPONSORS 
 

 
Debra’s Equine Massage 

 
Galway Downs 

 
Jane Hayes 

 
Pas de Deux Farms 

(Valerie Colsant) 
 
 
Thanks all of you for making it a 
great 2013. 
 
 
 

	  
PEOPLE	  (AND	  
HORSES)	  

 
 

• Congratulations to Marti Foster on her 
recent acquisition of Demario, a 5 year 
old liver chestnut son of the top, top 
stallion Diamond Hit out of a Ferragamo 
mare.  Great breeding for sure, but 
Demario (Danny to his friends) is also a 
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lovely mover and a pretty beast to boot.  
Marti found him in Warendorf, Germany 
with the help of David Wightman and 
agent Michael Riploh.  Got to confess – 
I’ve got a bit of a crush on this horse.  

 

 
Damario in Germany before becoming a 
Californian 
 

• Congratulations to Debi Brum on her 
acquisition of Flashback, a now four year 
old son of Johnson x Painted Black from 
DG Bar a couple of months ago and 
following a long global search for “the 
one”.  Flashback is currently at boarding 
school at Adventure Farm while he learns 
the basics. 

      
   

              
       Flashback – Debi Brum’s new prospect 
 

• You’ve been hearing about Jane Hayes’ 
next horse Don Armsrong (“Lance”), 
whom she purchased from Louisianna’s 
Oak Hill farm, specialists in Danish 
Warmbloods of course, last year.  Pleased 
to report that Lance has finally left his 
Cajun birthplace and taken up residence 
in La Cresta for one more year of 
hanging out in the field before he has to 
get a job. 

 
• David Wightman took the occasion of 

being in Europe for Kathleen’s Hickstead 
stint last year to sneak off to Germany 
and come back with another girl.  Billie 
Jean is a four year old mare David found 
at the Verden auction (no shopping at the 
99 Cent Store for David!). Billie Jean is 
already settling in to Adventure Farm 
routine – which means she’s likely to 
find herself in the CDI rings before too 
many more years!  And we’ve got her 
freestyle music ready for then. 

 

      
     Billie Jean and David 
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      Kathleen and Silberfeil 
 

• So, not to be outdone, Kathleen got 4 
year old Silberfeil (Silver Arrow to you) 
through long-time German connection Jo 
Hinneman, who showed up for a two 
week clinic with the gorgeous beast in 
tow.  Oh, yeah – he can stay.  ‘Twill 
make a nice Husband/Wife Grand Prix 
Pas de Deux with Billie Jean and David 
some day maybe. 

 
And Remember – that feeling: 
 

 
From a USDF Ad in Dressage Today 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


